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Congratulations on your decision to marry. Marriage is one of the 

most honorable institutions designed by God, and we trust that 

this will be one of the most joyous occasions of your life.  Because 

marriage is such a crucial decision for two individuals, the pastors 

of Grace Bible Fellowship of Antioch (GBF) have specific 

guidelines to follow before committing to officiating a wedding 

ceremony.  Our purpose as a church is to give guidance in 

spiritual issues and to direct people in ways that are pleasing to 

the Lord.  The guidance we give comes from a strong emphasis on 

following the instructions given in the Bible concerning the 

joining of a man and a woman in holy matrimony.   

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made 

them male and female, and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his 

father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 

flesh?  So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has 

joined together, let no one separate.”  Matthews 19:4-6 (NIV) 

 

We believe three factors are vitally important as the basis for a 

healthy, biblical marriage relationship.  These factors are: 

 

1. Scripture teaches us that a couple should be committed to 

Christ and the biblical model of a Godly marriage 

relationship. “Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as 

you do to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ 

is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  Now as 

the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their 

husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 

loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, 

cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,  and to 

present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or 

any other blemish, but holy and blameless.  In this same way, 

husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves 

his wife loves himself.  After all, no one ever hated their own body, but 

they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church.”   

Ephesians 5:22-29 (NIV) 
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Photography 

Pictures can preserve your special day and bring back  

memories for years to come.  Choose your photographers 

with care.  It is important that your photographer clears, in  

advance, all photo plans with our Office Staff if special  

requirements are needed.  You and your photographer will be 

given a maximum of  freedom to record the shots you desire 

but your photographer will not be allowed to interfere with 

the duties of the pastor or interfere with the sanctity of the 

ceremony.  If a videographer is used during the service, they 

will need to be mindful that though they are seen, they 

should not be heard. 
 

Miscellaneous Policies 

Alcoholic beverages are not permitted on church grounds.  

Nor should anyone in the wedding party be allowed to  

consume any alcohol before the wedding.  Smoking is not  

encouraged, and is not permitted on church grounds.  Rice, 

confetti and birdseeds are not permitted on church grounds 

as well. 
 

The bride and groom are responsible for securing help to 

clear the facility of all clothing and accessories.  This must be 

done immediately after the wedding ceremony.  This speaks  

volumes to your respect for our house of worship, and we  

appreciate that! 
 

Again, congratulations to both of you.  We look forward to 

helping you make your wedding day a truly memorable  

experience that will be remembered for a lifetime. 

 

Sincerely , 

 

Pastor Kirkland A. Smith, 

Senior Pastor 
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those that are present.  Remember you have rented the facility 

for only a set period of time.  If you anticipate members of the 

party being excessively late, then we recommend that you add 

additional rehearsal time.  If the bride and groom choose to add 

an additional rehearsal time for those that were late or not  

present at the original rehearsal, a set fee of $100.00 per hour is 

to be paid at the time of scheduling the new rehearsal time. 

 

For weddings taking place at the church please understand that 

the rehearsal is not for the purpose of decorating the sanctuary.  

Decorating should be planned in advance and scheduled when 

you submit your Building Request form.  Flowers may be  

delivered the morning of the wedding, however, prior  

arrangements with the Office Staff need to be made. 

 

Florist 

Your selection of flowers, plants and candles will add beauty and 

festivity to your wedding.  You will want to discuss the following 

information and policies with your florist. 

1. All candles used for the wedding must be “dripless”. 

2. Aisle candles are not permitted. 

3. Bows on the chairs are permitted, but must be attached with 

florist hooks. 

4. Arrangements for floral deliveries should be discussed with 

the Office Staff.  It is important to realize that floral  

deliveries need to be arranged early since adequate time is 

needed to allow for set-up.  Specific arrangements should be 

made with the Florist to pick-up rented articles immediately 

following the wedding.  There will be a $50.00 disposable fee 

for any items left from the wedding. 

5. All floral arrangements must be self-contained so that  

absolutely no water will leak out or spill onto our carpets. 
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2. A couple seeking to be united in marriage by a minister of this 

church should be currently abstaining from sexual relations 

and/or cohabitation for a time prior to their marriage 

ceremony. “Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed 

kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually 

immoral.” Hebrew 13:4 (NIV) 

3. A couple should have a specific course of premarital 

counseling which they successfully complete prior to entering 

into marriage.  “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t 

you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough 

money to complete it?”  Luke 14:28 (NIV) 

 

Clergy 

A member of the pastoral staff of GBF must be present at all 

ceremonies hosted at our church.  

 

Counseling 

The Senior Pastor requires that the bride and groom attend a 

GBF Premarital/Marriage Counseling Conference before the 

ceremony or an equivalent type of meeting.  Please call the 

church administrative offices to get the date of the next 

conference.  The bride and groom are also encouraged that if 

they are not attending another church, that they attend 

services at GBF during the interim before the wedding. 

 

Facility Utilities and Restocking 

A set fee is in place for use of the church and its supplies during 

the ceremony. This includes but is not limited to Electric/

Heating/Cooling of the facility, all electronics and appliances 

usage, and restocking of restroom supplies. 
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Members and  Non-Members are required to complete and submit 

a Special Events Building Usage Policies & Forms (“Building 

Request”) to the Staff’s Administrative Offices for approval.  

Building Uses Fees 

(The following fees are for a minimum rental of 4 hours.  Any time past 4 

hours may be subject to additional fees.) 

              Member       Non-Member 

Refundable Cleaning Deposit  $100  $150 

Sanctuary    $0  $400 

Kitchen     $50  $200 

Multi-Purpose Room   $50  $200 

Classroom(s) (per room)   $25  $100 

Sound Technician   $100  $200 

Video Technician   $100  $200 

Custodial Fee    $100  $150 

Musician    $100  $200 

Clergy (Ministers)   $100  $200 

Clergy (Pastor Kirkland A. Smith) $0               $400 

     Weddings & Homegoing  $0               $400 

Note: Pastor Kirkland A. Smith will provide services for weddings and fu-

nerals/homegoing services if calendar permits.  Fees for rooms can poten-

tially be waived upon written request and approval, on a case by case basis. 

Deposit: The deposit is 1/2 down of all fees due to secure your date.  

The $100 or $150 Refundable Deposit will be returned by mail within 

15 days of the event if building is left clean and undamaged. 

 

Collection of Facility Usage Fees 

Here at GBF, it is our desire for your wedding ceremony  to  

proceed in a respectful and orderly manner; therefore, we require 

that all agreed upon facility fees be paid, in full, three (3) business 

days prior to the actual wedding date.  The acceptable ways of  

fulfilling this requirement are as follows: 
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 Money Order 

 Check/Cashier’s Check (minimum 5 business days prior) 

 Credit Card (through Administrative Offices: 1771 Vineyard Dr., 

Antioch CA 94509) 

Failure to abide by this policy requirement, in the specified time 

and method described above, will be considered a willful  

cancelation of any verbal or written request/agreement for the use 

of the facility at GBF.   This failure will also be an indication that 

the wedding will be held elsewhere and no further notice will be 

required on behalf of the GBF Staff. 

GBF will not be held responsible for damages of any kind,  

including but not limited to, whether they are perceived, actual, 

emotional, expressed or non-expressed, known or unknown,  

incurred by the bride and groom for failing to adhere to the afore-

mentioned GBF Policies.  “But everything should be done in a  

fitting and orderly way.” 1 Corinthians 14:40 (NIV) 

 

Receptions 

We have the McKinnon Hall that could be used for a  

reception. This room must be requested when you submit your 

completed Building Request form. 

 

Rehearsal 

Rehearsal times must be requested when you submit your  

completed Building Request form.  The rehearsal is generally 

scheduled on the evening prior to the wedding.  The Office Staff 

will contact you one month before the rehearsal to confirm the 

details of your wedding.  The bride and groom are responsible to 

select the wedding party and have the wedding party at the  

rehearsal on time.  In the event the wedding party is not present 

at the set time for rehearsal; the rehearsal will take place with  


